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Education/Training Grant Information


 

   The National Smokejumper Association (NSA) plans annually to award up to $10,000 
in education/training grants to current and former smokejumpers for reimbursement of 
tuition, fees, room, board, books and other educational training experiences.

   The NSA Scholarship Committee will determine the total number of awards and size 
depending on the number of applicants, their qualifications, and the availability of funds. 
The NSA will accept applications for grants at any time.


What you should know when applying for an NSA Education/Training Grant

   The NSA Scholarship Committee uses a system of metrics to select applicants. These 
metrics result in a numerical score that committee members will use to rank applicants.

    Some of the criteria include current and former employment as a smokejumper, type 
of education/training program, and the clarity and quality of the applicant’s explanation 
of how the training will assist them in furthering their education and preparing them for 
their chosen career.


What programs qualify for an education/training grant?

• Workshops and training activities that lead to professional certification or 

licensure needed for career advancement, e.g., EMT or other specialized training 
programs.

• Continuing education credits and testing fees required for maintaining teacher, 
EMT, or other specialized certification or licensure.

• Pilot training to qualify the applicant to be a professional pilot in an aviation 
career verses obtaining an aviation license used solely for a recreational hobby.

Who may apply for an NSA Education/Training grant?

   NSA education/training grants provide financial support to current and former 
smokejumpers who are committed to furthering their education and advancing their 
careers. The applicant must be currently registered or applying to an education/training 
program that leads to the applicant’s career objectives. Previous grant awardees may 
reapply. 

   An applicant must be a current or former smokejumper who is a current member of 
the NSA. NSA memberships will be “current” only if the membership was established 12 
months prior to the submission of the grant application. (If uncertain about your current 
NSA membership status, contact Jim Cherry – MSO’57 at jimcherry@wctatel.net).


What are the application requirements?
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   An application is available to download, complete, and return along with a statement 
of education/training goals and career objectives. The statement should not exceed one 
to two typewritten pages and should address the criteria listed below:


• The essay should describe the applicant’s leadership style, character, and 
potential community service, and explain how he/she intends to use this 
education/training.


• The applicant should address his/her financial situation, any extenuating 
circumstances and how the education/training grant would assist in advancing 
their career.


• Applicants should also describe their personal efforts to fund their own education 
and training.


What is the education/training grant criteria and the selection process?

• Scholarship applicants must demonstrate financial need.

• Applicants may apply for an education/training grant at any time. 

• Funds are paid as reimbursement to the applicant upon the NSA receiving a 

receipt of paid invoices. It is the applicant’s responsibility to send copies of paid 
invoices to the NSA’s scholarship committee chair, Jim Cherry at 
jimcherry@wctatel.net 


• Successful applicants will be notified within 30 days of the application being 
received and the amount of the grant that will be awarded.


Where should the application be sent?

   The application should be sent to Jim Cherry – MSO’57 at jimcherry@wctatel.net. Any 
questions should also be addressed to Jim Cherry.
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